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INTRODUCTION
Dual-ported RAM provides a means for multiprocessor

systems to exchange data without directly interfering with
each other. In most systems this data exchange involves a

master MPU passing information to a slave MPU. For
exampl€, d host MPU may need to transfer information to a
graphic processing circuit to direct the display operation.
Redundant processing schemes may require a " checking pro-
cessor" to compare the results of several MPUs operating
simultaneously. Whatever the application, some form of
communication between processors is required.

A dual-ported RAM has, as it's name implies, two in-
dependent ports or address / data/ control buses. This scheme

simply allows two processors to access the same memory con-
tents without interfering with each other. Thus, depending
on the amount of dual-ported RAM that is available,
messages, instructions, data, etc. may be transfered from one
processor to the other.

Access to the dual-ported RAM is controlled by one or
more semaphore registers. A semaphore register is simply a

memory location set aside as a flag to indicate whether or not
a dual-ported RAM is currently in use. If the semaphore bit
is set, one of the two processors is currently using the dual-
ported RAM space and the other processor is not allowed ac-

cess. Other semaphore registers could be defined to indicate
messages available, contents changed, etc.

The MC68000 TAS (test and set) instruction supports this
semaphore register concept. The TAS instruction reads the
semaphore register and determines if the most significant bit
(MSB) of the semaphore register is set. If the MSB is clear the
TAS instruction sets it. If the MSB of the semaphore register
is already set, the TAS instruction simply reports (via the
condition code register) that the resource is allocated to
another processor at this time. Besides replacing several in-
structions with one, the TAS instruction executes the entire
read/modify/write cycle in one indivisible bus cycle. This
alleviates the possibility of both processors reading the

semaphore flag bit (MSB) as clear and both assuming they
have the resources after setting the semaphore flag bit
(MSB).

The cycle timing considerations for the dual-processor
system discussed in this application note were calculated us-
ing two MC68000L8 (8-MHz clock) microprocessors. In
addition, I separate 12.5 MHz arbitration clock was used to
clock the dual-ported RAM arbitration circuit. The same
system could be used with any other MC68000 micropro-
cessors and arbitration clock speeds. However, the arbitra-
tion clock speed should be sufficiently high to ensure that the
cycle timing is commensurate with the system speed.

HARDWARE CONSIDERATIONS
In a multiprocessor system, the operation of each pro-

cessor may be asynchronous with respect to the other MPUs
in the system. With asynchronous operation it is impossible
to predict when an MPU will request access to the contents
of the dual-ported RAM (hereafter referred to as DPR);
therefore, a DPR arbitration circuit is a necessity. As shown
in the circuit diagram of Figure l, four D latches (U3A, U3B,
U4A, U4B) form the basis of the arbitration circuit. The first
two latches (U3A and U3B) are clocked on opposite phases

of a 12.5 MHz arbitration clock. Initially after reset, the state
of the four D latches is such that the U4A and U4B Q input
to OR gates UZA and U2B are low. If one of these two OR
gates receives a low chip select input (CSl, CS2) it will cause
a change in one set of the D latches (U3A, U3B). Since both
D latches of the first pair (U3A, U3B) are clocked on op
posite phases of the 12.5 MHz arbitration clock, only one
will change state, even if the falling edge of both CSI and
CS2 signals occur simultaneously. The second set of latches
(U4A, U4B) provides a debounce latch for the first set. The
debounce latch is required since, if a rising 12.5 MHz arbitra-
tion clock edge and the D input both change state at the same
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time, the corresponding Q output could become unstable for
up to 75 nanoseconds. The U4A-U4B pair of latches are
also clocked by the 12.5 MHz arbitration clock, and approxi-
mately 80 nanoseconds later the latched low chip select signal
appears at the Q output (CSl at U4A, CS2 at U4B). The lat-
ched low chip select signal also presets the other D latch;
similarly, the high Q output is cross-coupled to the OR gate
input of the first D latch. This feedback holds off the access

of the other processor until the first Frocessor has finished its
access and releases its chip select (CSl, CS2) signal.

Once the arbitration circuit has selected the processor
which is allowed access to the DPR, the other processor is
locked out and cannot gain access to the DPR until the first
processor has completed its bus cycle. Locking out the other
processor is accomplished by holding off its data transfer
acknowledge tDfCrl signal. Because holding off DmeK
locks out the other processor, the EEm timer signal of the
locked out processor should be longer than any DIAG
delay caused by DPR accesses.

NOTE
The longest BERR timeout required would result from
a lockout at the start of a TAS instruction. In the case

of an 8-MHz MC68000 running with this DPR hard-
ware, the worst case time would be approximately two
microseconds. The suggested EE-R'R timeout in this
case is l0 microseconds.

The latched GI or m signal (referred to as CSx) is

presented to an SN74LS164 rhilt register provided that one
or both of the data strobes (LDS, UDS) is asserted. Once the
signal is present at the serial input of the shift register, it
begins propagating through on positive transitions of the
12.5 MHz clock. The shift register outputs become G
Delayed and DIm for either processor. The delay before
DTACK can be adjusted by using a switch or jumper to tap
off the appropriate delayed output of the SN74LSI64. The
cycle ends when the CSx signal or both data strobes are

negated, clearing the shift register.
The random logic gates attached to the SNl4LSl64s allow

the use of the TAS instruction. The TAS instruction
simplifies support of the dual port RAM semaphore
registers. This instruction isa special case because two bus

cycles take place during one AS asserted time (see Figure 2).

The first bus cycle starts in the same manner as all MC68000
cycles with AS and DS or ffi asserted (TAS is a byte
operation only). At the end of this read cycle the only indica-
tion of a complete transfer is the negation of the data
strobes. Therefore, negated data strgles must clear the shift
register to remove CSx Delayed and DTACK. The next cycle
(write) starts by asserting the data strobes (tDS or liffi). An
asserted data strobe releases the shift register clear input (CSx
is also low) and allows application of the N Latched input
to the SN74LSI64 serial input. The cycle continues as a nor-
mal write.

The schematic diagram in Figure 3 shows the necessary
MC68BI0 static RAMs and buffers required to allow two
processors to access the same devices. Octal bi-directional
buffers, UlO, Ull, Ul6, Ul7 (SN74LS245s) provide buffer-
ing for the data bus. These devices are controlled by the N
Data input (N Data signals are the NDelayed outputs of
the SN74LSI64 shift registers delayed again by passing
through an SN74LS244). Only one set of data buffers is on at
any time as controlled by the arbitration circuitry. Data
direction is determined by the state of the corresponding
R/W hne. The address lines are buffered in a similar manner
with the CSx Latched signal providing the enable input for
the two SN74LS244s. By using the m Latched signal (in-
stead of G DelayeO), ttre address setup. time (tal required
by the MC68Bl0s is met prior to the CSx Delayed signal be-
ing presented to the chip select inputs of the MC68Bl0s (this
address setup time is not required by many other memories).
An SNT4LSZM (Ul3) is used as a multiplexer for the R/W,
E, and UDS control signals from the two processors. The
CSx Latched signal from the arbitration circuit determines
which set of control signals are presented to the MC68BI0
RAMs.

The above described scheme could allow expansion to 256
words of dual-ported RAM simply by using the available A8
line on the SN74LS244s (UlZ and Ul8 shown in Figure 3),
plus larger memories. Expansion to larger dual-ported RAM
memory space would also require additional address buffers
and larger memories.

TIMING CONSIDERATIONS
The timing signals related to the arbitration circuit are

shown in Figure 4. This diagram illustrates the special case of
chip select signals from two different processors requesting

FIGURE 2 - Read-Modify-Write Cycle Timing Diagram
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simultaneous access. As will be desc&d, when the simul-
taneous requests are made, only the CS signal of one pro-
cessor will be allowed to propagate through to form the F-
(GT, Nl Latched signal. In the diagram of Figure 4, the
chip select requests are both already asserted before the fall-
ing edge of the 12.5 MHz arbitration clock. Since the N
signal is clocked on the falling edge in Figure 4, it will be

allowed to propagate through. Note that the Q output for
GI (point C) does fall but the signal is not allowed to be

clocked into the debounce latch (Bl) because it is now held in
preset by the m Latched signal. The complement of the

put of the first latch for CSI causing the D input to go high,
and on the next positive edge clock, the waveform at C goes

high. When CS2 is removeq:jbe input latch (waveform D)
and the debounce latch for CS2 are driven high on consecu-

tive negative clock edges. This action removes preset from Bl
and allows FSt to propagate through on positive clock edges

to form the CSI Latched signal.
As shown in Figure 3, the CSI or CS2 Latched signal

enables the address buffer for one of the MCM8BIOs. The

6i or N latched signal is also presented to the input of
one of the SN74LSI64 shift registers, and a clock period later
ttre GI or@ Delayed signal is presented to the CS ittpglgl
both MCM68Bl0s. This delay (CSl or CS2 Latched to CSI
or @ Delayed) is necessary to accommodate the address

setup time for the memories.
The read and write cycle timing is shown in Figure 5 (start-

ing with the m Latched signal). For a read cycle, lata is

valid 250 nanoseconds after addresses are valid. The D'TAG
signal for the processor (8-MHz MC68000) is asserted a clock

period after the CSx Delayed signal goes low. Data is then
valid approximately 50 nanoseconds later (this satisfies the
DTACK low to data setup time for the MC68000L8 specifi-
cation). For a write cycle, data is valid before G Delayed;
therefore, the only specifications that must be met are tgyg
for addresses and tss for the CSx Delayed signal. Asserting
DTIW at the same time as a read cycle assures that both
these specifications are met. The last specification to be met
is the data hold time for the memories. This l0 nanosecond
hold time is met by passing the CSx DrlaVed signal through
control multiplexer Ul3 to form the CSx Data signal. The
N Oata signal will negate approximately the same time as

the CS signal at the memories; however the buffer delays
(U10, Ull, Ul6 and U17) will provide the required data hold
time.

TEST SOFTWARE
Once both processors are able to read and write to all DPR

(dual-ported RAM) locations, it is necessary to check the
arbitration circuitry during real time processing. Two test
programs are included. The first program (listing I in Figure
6) causes both processors to execute a loop in which they re-
quest access to the DPR. Once access is allowed, the pro-
cessor sets all DPR memory locations to a known value, and
then checks to see if all locations retained this value. Comple-
tion of the loop results in a message (error or successful com-
pletion) and the processor executes a short delay loop to
allow the other processor to complete a TAS instruction. The
other processor then executes the same routine with the
exception of writing a different value to the DPR locations.

\-/

B0 ns

F+l ff
r

]

F,>
r
>

125 MHZ
Arbitration

Clock

F* Latched

Ad d resses

CSx Delayed

Read Data

DTACK

Write Data

tacc < 250 ns

Va lid

FIGURE 5 - Read/Write Cycle Timing Diagram

6

\-r



Two other programs (listing 2 and listing 3) provide
examples of messages passing from a master to a slave pro-
cessor and vice-versa. These listings are shown in Figure 7
(listing 2 for the master routine) and Figure 8 (listing 3 for the
slave routine). The master processor takes characters sent

\'-'- from a terminal and stores them in a buffer until a carriage
return is input. The master MPU then sets the semaphore

\-/

flag and transfers the message from the buffer to the DpR.
Upon exiting the DPR, the master MPU sets a message flag
(in the low byte of the semaphore register) to indicate a
message is ready for the slave. The slave continually checks
this message flag to determine if a message is present, and if
so prints the message out on its terminal and resets the
message flag.

HO]tlfilll-.A M4tl000 Atir.i vE:RsiIltN :t.30tiYsi | 1?.col.uR .DFltTEtil .tlA $6,/0?/A?. .L!t2.;i2i24
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FIGURE 7 - Listing 2, Dual-Ported RAM Test Program
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FIGURE 8 - Listing 3, Dual-Ported RAM Test Program
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out of the application or use of any product or circuit described herein; neither does it convey any license under its patent rights nor the rights of others.
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